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The “America’s Kids, America’s Future” Budget Campaign

The “America’s Kids, America’s Future” campaign is working to change the debate about the federal budget and beyond by challenging political leaders to create fiscal and social policy that invests in America’s most valuable asset – our kids. 

Voices for America’s Children, with consulting, design and development support from social media experts at Fission Strategy, has launched this campaign to oppose cuts to children’s programs during the 2012 budget debate. Through a new Facebook app and a series of infographics, the campaign is educating its online audience about how the abstract numbers game in Washington has concrete effects on children and families across America. Infographics also are a great new way of storytelling, and Voices’ efforts have been highlighted by The Chronicle of Philanthropy and others.

During the short time the “America’s Kids, America’s Future” campaign has been active, more than 12,000 messages have been sent to Congress. Voices has increased its website viewers by 35 percent, increased its mentions on other organizations’ websites and blogs by 800 percent and quadrupled the number of “fans” on its Facebook page to more than 2,600.

The Voices Facebook app helps children in the budget fight by connecting concerned Americans to their representatives. Users simply enter a zip code to be matched with their members of Congress. From there, they can send them a message that children should be protected from short-sighted budget cuts.
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A screenshot of the Voices Facebook app
A series of infographics make the case against cuts to programs that American children rely on. By turning the arcane and abstract numbers of the budget process into a relatable visual, the infographics provide an accessible way to understand what is at stake for children. Included below are the infographics Voices has commissioned so far, showing the effects of poverty, proposed cuts to Medicaid, the Women, Infants and Children food assistance plan and Pell grants, as well as a call for new investment:
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Nearly households
lives at risk of hunger.

‘Through the worst of the recession, the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program has helped families remain healthy and secure.
And around half of SNAP recipients are children. As we gather
Toved ones around the dinner table this holiday, we're thankful for
food aid for needy families.
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Everyone Deserves a Chance
Demand a Kid-Friendly Agenda from Candidates in 2012

1 in 5 children live
in poverty

1 in 4 children is at risk
of hunger

1 in 3 children is
overweight or obese

1 in 2 children will
depend on food stamps
at some point
EVERYONE deserves.
achance

Take the pledge!
www.Voices.org/pledge
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A REPORT CARD

ON AMERICA’S CHILDREN

CORE SUBJECTS

4th Graders Proficient in Reading

4th Graders Proficient in Math

GRADE BREAK DOWN

4th Grade Reading, White

4th Grade Reading, Hispanic

4th Grade Reading, Black

FINAL GRADE
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_This has 4o be pddressed!

% Only one in three fourth graders are proficient readers,
according to federal assessments. Only 40 percent are

proficient in math. And the racial disparities in achievement are appalling.
Without addressing inequality and investing in high-quality early education, we
willfail - fail to build the workforce of tomorrow and fail to provide a future for

JVoicesy

our children.
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Make Child Care a Priority

Waiting lists for child care are growing nationwide
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Investing in School Modernization,
Investing in America's Kids
Tell Congress: Support School Modernization

Did you know 17 percent of kids
go to a high-poverty school?
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A high-poverty school is defined as a school where more than
75% of students qualify for free or reduced-price lunch.

It's Even Worse For Kids of Color...

8
3
k4
¢
8
H
&
z
B
5
:
B ozE Y % ¢
3835 % %
382 = §
2 2% =
¢ 3%
28z

While not all high-poverty schools are falling apart, research shows
better facilities produce better learning.

inueating *25 Billiow. in fixing more
than 35,000 crunbling achools.

Tell Congress: Invest in Kids,
Support School Modernization

Source:
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Tell Congress: Child Poverty
Hurts America's Future

More than 2 in 10 children now live in poverty.
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And it's even more dire for kids of color:
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In the debate on the deficit, Congress is threatening to
cut many programs that can help lift children out
of poverty.

Tell Congress to champion:

Child Tax Credit
Earned Income
Tax Credit
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Congress: Keep Kids Out of Jail

Invest in Juvenile Justice Programs That Work
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Juvenile Incarceration Intervention Programs
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Tell Congress to Invest in Children
by Investing in Smart Juvenile Justice Programs
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Food stamp need increases during
periods of high unemployment

Food Stamp Participants Unemployment Rate
in millions of people in percent (%)
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The super committee should know:
1in 5 children are living in poverty

Child Poverty Rate

11-14% 16-18%  19-22%  23-31%

Super Committee
Member

Source:
‘Annie E. Casey Foundation 2011 KIDS COUNT Data Book
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Next year we'll spend $20 billion on
the Bush tax breaks for the wealthy
What if this were invested in kids?
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It’s a Twister!

House-proposed cuts to Medicaid would cost
thousands of jobs and leave millions uninsured.

o 330/
funding cut=

’ 1.6 mil. jobs lost and 17.8 mil.
children cut from health care

fundmg cut=
oj 750k jobs lost

fundmg cut=
250k jobs lost

Medicaid serves our most vulnerable children and families.
Gutting Medicaid doesn't help anybody weather the economic storm.

Sources:
Fanilies USA. Jobs a Risk: Federal Medicaid Cuts would harm State Economies
o funww famlesusa.orgresources/publcatinslreportsmedicaid-cuts-hutstatss.hml

Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Urinsured
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Penny Wise,
Pound Foolish

Cuts to Pell Grants could
cost the government billions
n revenue.

Government revenue lost f all
students denied Pell Grants do
not get a degree.

$5.6 billion

Government funds saved with
proposed cut to Pell Grants in
House-passed budget.

College graduates carn an sstimatad 550,000 mors than high school graduates in thef Ifstimes. 1fthe 180,000
doniod the Pall Grants program can't finish college, that's $117 billon i lost fetimo income. At a 25% tax rate,
that's moro than $20 bilon lost n tax revent, way mors than the $5.6 bilion cutting Pl Grarts would “save.”

‘Sources:
Pow Research Canter:
httpi//pawsocialrends.org/2011/05/ 10 fatims-aarnings-of-collage-raduatas

House Committee on Education and the Workforoe:
http://democrats.edworkforce.house. gowblog/201 1/04/house-gop-budget-hams-nations. shtml
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Extending tax cuts to the wealthy will cost taxpayers about

$ 20 billion 2o

%

of this money
could feed up to

350,000

women and children.

The House Appropriations Committee would reduce funding to the Women, Infants and Children
food assistance program, leaving an estimated 350,000 without aid.

Sources:
Joint Committee on Taxation. http:/wwwi ot gov/publications.nimifunc=startdownsid=3715
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities http://www.cbpp.org/oms/index.cfm?ia=viewaid=3499





image17.jpeg
How does your State Fare?

Over half of the children who need Medicaid will be cut by 2021 in many states.
That's 15-18 million kids nationwide.

32% 35% 38% 41% 44% 47% 50% 53% 56%

“Assuming projected enrollment cuts are applied equally across age groups.

Source: Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured: hitp:/kff org/medicaid/upload/8185
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No matter how you slice it, the House budget plan leaves millions of children uninsured.
Here’s what the Medicaid cuts would mean for children by 2021

IF THINGS STAY THE SAME... IF SPENDING IS REDUCED... IF ENROLLMENT IS CUT...

18.6 m
216 m CHILDREN

CHILDREN
ENROLLED .

36.4 M Enrolled

ENROLLED

CHILDREN 14.8 m 178 m

ENROLLED CHILDREN CUT CHILDREN CUT
House cuts
36.4 million children wil be covered by 14 million children wil lose coverage,  17.8 million children will lose coverage
Medicaid in 2021 if we keep the program  even ifcosts are lowered by reducing If House proposed cuts are met by
asitIs now spending per enrollee cutting enrollment.

NOTE: 48% of all Medicaid enrollees are children.

SOURCE: Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured | http://kff.org/medicaid/upload/8185.pdf
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No Matter How You Slice It,
Medieaid Cuts Hurt Kids, ~ Druis et
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Enter your wall post here:

Please hold kids
harmless in the federal
budget
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