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Infant deaths: local rate shoots up again

JOEL ADDINGTON
MANAGING EDITOR

reporter@bakercountypress.com

Baker County’s infant
mortality rate shot back up
last year to 11.9 deaths per
1000 lives births, which is
roughly twice the state rate
and bucked a regional trend
downward from 8 deaths
per 1000 live births to 7.1
deaths, recently released
figures show.

The release came this
month during Infant Mor-
tality Awareness Month
when public health officials
attempt to highlight the is-
sue.

Infant mortality is de-
fined as the death of a child
before its first birthday.

Baker County’s infant
mortality rate typically fluc-
tuates widely because a rel-
atively small change in the
number of deaths — like the

2013
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four deaths last year com-
pared to two the previous
year — will impact the rates
of smaller counties more so
than larger ones like Duval
or Clay counties, according
to the Northeast Florida
Healthy Start Coalition’s
website.
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“Duval County, the pop-
ulation center of the region,
continues to drive the re-
gion’s rate with 7.9 deaths
per 1000 live births. From
2013-2015, Baker County
had significant fluctuations,
while Clay and St. Johns
counties had sizeable de-
creases,” the site’s recent
blog post on the issue states.

Even while progress was
made in reducing the re-
gional infant mortality rate,
the coalition reports that
racial disparities remain.

“Black mothers are twice
as likely to experience a fe-
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tal death (10.2 deaths per
1000 live births, compared
to 5.4 deaths for white
moms) and almost three
times as likely to experience
an infant death (13.7 deaths
compared to 4.9 deaths
for white moms),” the post
reads, adding that the trend

'259.MEAT

HOUSING DISCRIMINATION. IT'S UNLAWFUL,
UNFAIR AND UN-AMERICAN.

Ha fought overseas for hiz country and shouldn®t have to fight housing discrimination at home.
The federal Fair Housing Act prohibits housing discrimination because of disability, color, sex,
religion, national origin, familal status or race. if you suspect housing discriminaticn, contact HUD
or your local fair housing center.

Fair Housing Is Your Right. Use It.

Visit www.hud.gov/fairhousing or call the HUD Hotline
1-800-669-9777 (English/Espariol) 1-800-927-9275 (11v)
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has been consistent for the
past five years.

The gap in Baker County
is similar.

The infant mortality
rate for white moms last
year was 10.5 deaths per
1000 live births versus 23.3
deaths for black moms.
Statewide the rate for black
moms is 11.4 compared to
4.4 for white moms.

On a positive note, how-
ever, Baker County had no
fetal deaths, also known as
stillbirths, last year, after
decades of having at least
a few each year, state data
shows.

The statewide rate for fe-
tal births, which are deaths
after 20 weeks of gestation,
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rests on offenses from do-
mestic battery to shooting
in an occupied building
and possession of cocaine.
Most of the cases were
dropped by prosecutors,
but he has multiple felony
convictions as well.

One of those con-
victions was for sale of
controlled drugs near a
school. Mr. Shaw failed to
show up for an earlier trial
date in April.
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is about 6 per 1000 deliver-
ies.

The county’s Infant Mor-
tality Task Force, a collabo-
ration between the North-
east Florida Healthy Start
Coalition and the county
health department, meets
monthly on the second
Monday of the month about
1 p.m. following the Healthy
Baker meeting at the health
department, which begins
at 11:45 a.m. the same day.

Anyone interested in
community health issues is
encouraged to attend and
participate in the discus-

Former
resident
critical

One passenger was
critically injured and
three other occupants of a
car including a Macclenny
resident received minor
injuries late on September
18 in a one-vehicle acci-
dent northeast of Ocean
Pond in Columbia County
west of the Baker County
line.

Trooper M.L. Ogles-
by said the northbound
2012 Ford ran through
the intersection of Ocean
Pond Rd. and SR 250 just
before 10 p.m. and struck
a tree, critically injuring
Katie Rouhselange, 22, of
Deland, FL, and formally
of Baker County. She was
taken to Shands Gaines-
ville.

The driver, Anthony
Dunlap, 27, of Hilliard
was taken to Shands Lake
Shore in Lake City with
lesser injuries, as were
passengers Hailey Crews,
22, of Macclenny and
Ricky Horton, 23, of Bry-
ceville. None of the occu-
pants were restrained by
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seat belts, according to the
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THE SHACK RIDE-IN

(our version of Bike Night-only its all day)

SEPT. 24th

LIVE MUSIC FEATURING
Cruise Control @ 4pm

Ida Pearl Qutlaw @ 9pm

Crazy Contests & Great
Prizes Including Free Beer
8771 US Hwy 301 5. 904-274-7030

Sign-up through the end of September and let the professmnals at
Anytime Fitness show you how to reach your goals!

ACCEPTING SILVER SNEAKERS

24 hour access Precor selectorized
Treadmills machines

EFX machines Free weights
Climbers Tanning beds
Bikes Toning

Rowers Crossfit

Zumba Spin



